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Claims and The advantages claimed for this "new type"
admissions examination, as against the orthodox "essay
type," are (1) that the answers are quite definitely
right or wrong, and cannot form matter of opinion; (2)
that the length of time spent in devising the numerous
questions is compensated for by the rapidity with which the
answers can be marked; (3) that many questions briefly
answered make a more comprehensive test than a few answered
at length; (4) that favouritism or bias is obviously excluded;
(5) that less time spent in writing means more time left for
thinking; and (6) that the ignorant, but clever, candidate is
prevented from hoodwinking the examiner by gracefully
writing round the question without answering it. On the other
hand, even the believer in, and defender of, these tests has to
admit (1) that they place a premium on knowledge of crude
and isolated fact; (2) that they give no opportunity for con-
nected thought about anything; (3) that, whatever the tests
may be held to measure, they do not measure the candidate's
ability to use his knowledge; and (4) that they are open to the
well-known objection to all questions that can be answered by
"yes," or "no," viz., that they encourage guessing.
Remarks The use of intelligence tests may fairly be said to
have got past the stage of preliminary experiment,
at least for some purposes. But the use of "educational tests/'
as substitutes for examinations of the traditional "essay type"
has certainly not advanced beyond that stage. All we can do
here is to form an estimate of their probable future. Two of the
advantages claimed may be brushed aside at once, viz., that
they exclude favouritism or bias, and that they exclude the
possibility of deceiving the examiner. Such evils hardly exist
in a decently conducted examination, and the more respon-
sibility is placed upon teachers, the more surely they will prove
worthy of it It is quite true that the "scoring" of tests is a
rapid and automatic process as compared with reading and